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| D ing 8 eech of Peter Porcupine, 
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[| WAS born in Old England; my grand-- 
father was a day labourer. He died before 
I was born; but I often ſlept beneath the 
fame roof that ſheltered him, and where his 
_ widow: dwelt for ſeveral years after his death. 
It was a little thatched cottage with a garden 
before the door. Here I and my brothers: 
went every Chriſtmas and Whitſuntide to 
ipend a week or two, and 7orment the poor 
old woman with our noiſe and dilapidations... 
Such was my propenſity to vice, that I could. 
not reſiſt the "temptation. to pilfer even from. 
my grandmother. In this I diſcovered a bafe- 
neſs and a depravity which rogues difayow ;. 
for they make it a point of honour not to. 
ſteal from each other. My grandfather'was. 
no philoſopher----alas! it would have been, 
well for me if he had been; for then his pre- 
cepts as well as examples would have inſtilled, 
principles into my mind, which would have, 
preſerved me from the ignominous fate IT any, 
about to ſuffer. - The legacies he left, were a; 
| 24 8 


2 
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large bundle of falſe keys, a pair of piſtols, a a 
dagger and a maſque—The falſe keys he uſed 
to open locks with, which were not his own 
----the piſtols were employed to ſupport him- 
ſelf with on the highway the dagger to put 
an enemy or a ſuſpected friend //ily out of the 
way, and the maſque to keep himſelf from 
being known when he was engaged in any 
of his diurnal or nocturnal avocations. 
My father when I was born, was of the 
ptofeſſion of my grandfather----The reader 
will eafily believe, from the purſuits of his 


Parents, that he received no very brilliant 
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educatiou: he was however very ingenizs for 
a man in his rank of life---When a little boy 
he uſed to pilfer from other boys their chuck- 
ers, their marbles, and their tops, and theſe 
his earnings were appropriated to the ex- 
pences of finiſhing an education which he 
Had begun under a ſet of ſharpers, who held 
- - their noQurnal revels in a tavern in the 
neighbourhood. What theſe men could be 
expected to teach, he had learnt, and had 
beſides conſiderably improved himſelf in fe- 
veral other branches of the pad. He under-" 


- - | ood ſhop lifiing, pocket-picking, & ſeveral 
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other branches of ſimilar fciences well, and 
Was often choſen to draw plans for ſucceſs- 
fut burglary ; in ſhort, he had the reputation 
among his kindred fellows, of poſſeſſing ex- 
perience, cunning, and dexterity, which 
never fails in Exgland to give a man weight 
with thoſe of his own profeſſion. | 


ne 


| 
— . 4 4 
. - EN 4 
{ =” 


9 
80 much for my anceſtors; from whom, | 
+ if [-derive no honour, I 9 0 alas! inherited! | 
a halter, ; 
Thad, and I hope Lyet have, three bro-- 
thers—the eldeſt is a b the ſe-- 
cond a pickpocket, and the youngeſt, if alive,. 
is in the ſervice ofa ſer of money coiners. I 
was born on the ninth of March, 1766. The 
exact age of my brothers I have forgotten; 
but remember having heard my mother ſay 
that there was but three years and three 
quarters difference between the ages of the 
oldeſt and that of the youngeſt. 
A father like ours, it will be readily ſup-- 

poſed, did. not ſuffer us to eat the brig of 
idleneſs. I do not remember the time when 
J did not earn my living. My firſt occupa-- 
tion was in ſtealing potatoes, turnips and peas 
from the neighbours. When I firſt trudged 
a field with my ſmall bag and rum bottle 
ſwung over my ſhoulders, I was hardly able 
to climb the gates and tiles, and at the cloſe- 
of the day to reach home, was a taſk of infi- 
_ nite difficulty. My next employment was 

ſealing forols, gecſe, turkeys and ducks. . Pi che. 
ing pockets followed, and hence I arrived at 
ths honour of joining a gang of burglars. 
| My natural cowardice prevented me from tak- . 
ing to the highway. We were all of us liars 
and rogues, and my father uſed. to boaſt that 

| tte. had four 11 8 of whom the eldeſt was but - 


_ was ſpent in acquiring as much knowledge as 
would aid mem the ſucceſsful purſuits of 
getting money without labour, and in the 
courſe of one year, which I devoted to it, 1 
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fifteen. years old, who did as much work as 
any three pick-pockets in the pariſh of Fern. 


. 


It would be uſeleſs and unentertaĩning to 


dwell on the rogueries of a country boy; io 
lead the reader through gardens and fields, 
into henrooſts and hogſtyes, where I firſt gave 


ſpecimens of my ſkill ; I ſhall, therefore, come 


at once to the epoch, that gave that turn to 


my future life, which at laſt brought me to 
the United States and to the gibbet. 


It was on the ſixth of May 1783, that 1 


fallied forth to ſeek new adventures. I was 


purloined by one of my father's companions, 


in order to accompany two or three dames 


from a common. ſtew to a fair ; but inſtead of 


going to the fair, I tricked the laſſes and went 


to London. In this metropolis Lamuſfed my- 


ſelf in picking pockets and ſhop lifting, till I en- 


liſted. early in the year 1784, and as peace 


had then taken place, no great haſte was 
made to fend recruits off to their regiments. 


The leifure time I had after my enliſtment 


Jearnt more than I had ever done before. My 
Ambition excited in me a with to be a leader 
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dreſſed in a ſuit of, clothes, which had been 
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tribe; and unleſs I had more learning and 
more ingenuity than any of them, I could  — 
not hope to be ſucceſsful. This ambition 
prompted me to devote all my leiſure time to 
books, and being naturally acute, 1 laid the 
foundation of that knowledge and thoſe ta- 
lents, which I have, ſince my arrival here, 
faithfully devoted to the ſervice of the king, 
my maſter. Before my departure for Nova 
Scotia I was promoted to the rank of a cor- 
poral. We ſet fail from Graveſend, and af- 
ter a ſhort paflage arrived at Halifax in Nova 
Scotia. We ſtaid but a few weeks in Nova 
Scotia; being ordered to St. John's and New 
Brunſwick. Here and at other places we re- 
mained till the month of September 1791, 
when the regiment was relieved and fent 
home. During my ſtay, however, in the new 
World, I again purſued the drift of my ge- 
nius and inclination, and pilfered wherever 
opportunity offered. The captain of the 
company to which I belonged had ſome 
handſome ſhirts to which I took a longing, 
and borrowed a few of them for my own uſe. 
In this I was detected, tried by a court mar- 
tial, ſentenced to receive five hundred laſhes 
well laid on, and to be deprived of the rank 
of corporal. The ſentence was inflicted with - 


the utmoſt rigor, and ſo ſevere was the op: 
ration that I tainted away at the halberts, affe 


ter receiving about half of the puniſhments - 
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"The remainder of the ſentence was delayed' 
for a few days, and then was doubly ſevere, 
as my back had not recovered from the pre- 
ceding operation. This will account for the 
large ſcars which I now have on my back. 
This treatment for fo trifling an offence as 
that'of borrowing a few ſhirts, determined 
me to take my leave of the regiment as ſoon 
as we returned to Old England. We land- 
ed at Portſmouth on the third of November, 


and on the nineteenth of the next month I 


_ deferted, after having ferved not quite eight. 
ears, | 
: London was my obj ect and to that 1 haſt-. 
ened; and here I gave 4 full ſeope to my pro- 
| penſities. The ſecond day after my arrival, 
I picked the pocket of a gentleman. of five 
guineas. A few. nights after I aſſociated 
myſelf with a ſet of burg/ars, and we broke 
open a ſhop in Cheapſide and. robbed it of 
fifty guineas worth of goods, and about ten 
guineas in caſh. My next attempt was on 
the houſe of a banker, in company with a 
notorious villain' named Jack Tryall, We 
fucceeded and robbed the banket of 500. 
guineas. This laſt robbery occaſioned con- 
ſiderable alarm, and as a large reward was 
offered for our apprehenſion, I determined 
to take my leave of'old England for a time 
and went to France in March 1792. Paris 
opened a new field to me, there I intended 


TEL, 


to exert all my ingenuity; but in this ond 
pect was ſuddenly diſappointed; for on my 
arrival at Calais, not having money enough * 
for the journey, I ſallied out one evening, 
and unluckily picked the pocket of one of 
the ofhcers of the police. Unfortunately 1 
was detected in the fact, apprehended, taken 
before one of the Tre. and ſentenced 
to be whipped a la mode militaire. The old 
Vvoundsin my back were made ts bleed afreſſi 
by theſe cut · throats, and revolutioniſts. Had 
not the government been changed and purg. - 
ed of its former iniquities I ſhould have ef- 
caped ſo ſevere a puniſhment ;- but to be ar- 
reſted in the firſt ſtep was what I could not = 
nor ever will forgive. This reception made = 
me change my determination, and inſtead of - 
going to Paris, I went into. the country,! 
| bonrded at a farm honſe, and ſupported my: | 
\ fy by dilapidutions from the netghbours. In 
theneig biourhood where I lived, there lived 
an Abs. who had formerly reſided i in Eng- 
land, where he acquired ſome knowledge of 
the Engliſh language. With hin I ſoon be- 
came acquainted, and it was from hi hat! 
acquired. my knowledge of the Freneh lan- * 
guage. 1 ſoon diſcovered in him a kindred | 
ſpirit, and we early commenced a partnerſhip, :,: 
and ſupported ourſelves genteely at the ex- | 
pence of the neighbourkood. After our a 
iriendfhip was cn he informed * — 
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FO he was obliged to fly 11 England for 
being concerned in counterfeiting guineas & 
* forging bank-notes. My friend the Abbe 
and myſelf paſſed our days very happily to- 
gether in this innocent neighbourhood for 

| near ſix months, till at length it began to be 

ſuſpected and whiſpered that we were the au- 

=: thors of the robberies of which moſt of them 
cccmplained. Having already ſmarted under 

the laſh of thoſe curſed ſans culottes, and cut- 

_ throats, and fearing a detection that an. 

_ expoſe me to a ſimilar and perhaps a worſe 
fate, I ſuddenly took my leave and went to 
Havre de Grace. Here I employed myſelf 

'Z in my ufual occupation till I ſcraped toge- 

= - ther money enough to defray my expences 

0 America, for which I determined to em- 
bark. I took a paſſage to New-York and 
landed there in October 1792. , 

I have now brought myſelf to the United 
Staten. Alas! it would have been well for 
me if I had never ſet foot in any country of 
liberty and equality! Being without money, 
I determined to obtain a ſupport in my cuſ- 
_ tomary way, and broke opeti a ſtore. in Wil- 
liam-ſtreet, out of which 1 got fome caſh 
and ſome, fine goods. I had, in the ſhort 
time I remained in that city, acquired ſuffi- 
cient information to know that this mode of 
employment would not ſerve me long; that 
I would ſoon be detected, and my race would 
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Toon be at an end. The money I acquired 


by the robbery in William-ſtreet enabled me 


to take ſtage for Philadelphia. Here I re- 
mained for a ſhort time, and then went to 
Wilmington. At this laſt place I determined 
to avail myſelf of my knowledge of the 
French language for a ſupport, and became 
a teacher. The little encouragement I met 
with, affording but a ſcanty ſubſiſtance, I left 
Wilmington and returned to Philadelphia. 
Here I began to teach the French language, 
to tranſlate French into Engliſh, and now 
and then to ſcribble a paragraph for the Ga- 
zette of the United State. . 
In the month of July, 1794, Dr. Prie/ly 
landed at New-York: Knowing that the per- 
ſecution of the Britiſh government drove him 
to this country, and knowing at the ſame time 
that this would furniſh me with an opportu- 
nity to panegyrize that government and tra- 
duce him, and thereby attract the attention of 
hisBritannic majeſty's agents here, and aware 
that Pitt paid well for ſervices rendered him, 
I wrote a pamphlet entitled © Obſervations 
on the Emigration of Dr. Joſeph Prigſely.“ 
No circumſtance of my life afflicts me more 
than this. In this pamphlet I indulged the 
rancour of a heart too much devoted to vice, 
and libelled a philoſopher and a friend to hu- 
man nature, the recollection of which embit- . 
ters my laſt moments. I abominated his 
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principles becauſe they were favourable to 
überty, and every thing like liberty or re- 
publicaniſm, I held in deteſtation from the 
moment I had a judgment of my own.” An 
affection for my king was drawn in with my 
mother's. milk, and I have ever cheriſhed a 
love for monarchy with as much zeal as I 
did a hatred for liberty. Poverty and inoli- 
nation thus ſtimulating me, I hoiſted the 
bloody flag againſt Dr. Priz/tly. The Obſer- 
vations, as I expected, excited the attention 
3 of one of his majeſty's agents. He ſoon 
found me out, and we ſoon underſtood each 
1 | other. He told me that the Britiſh cauſe was 
languithing in this country, and that ſome ef. 
forts muſt be ſpeedilymade or it would be loſt 
forever. He obſerved further, that the ad- 
=  _ miniſtration was well diſpoſed towards Great 
Britain, and had a ſecret deteſtation of France 
1 ſince the revolution commenced—thata dread: 


_ of the people only, who were intoxicated with 
the French Revolutionand the Rights of Man, 
reſtrained them from ſhowing their affection 
for the one and abhorrence of the other 
that the adminiſtration had an averſion from 
republican doctrines and principles, and were 
endeavouring ſecretly though ſurely to aſſi- 

milate the government to that of Great 

ls. Britain. To effect objects ſo defirable and 
= Aſo important to his majeſty and his cauſe, it 

1 Was neceſſary to alienate the people from 
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Prance, and ſubdue their e ese 
the mother country. He conceived that L 
had, talents Which might be ſueceſsfully em. 
ployed to this end that l had given an evi- 
dence of my capacity in the Obſervations, 
and that he would, furniſh. materials if I 
would put them into form. le further re- 
marked with a ſmile, that Ichad a talent at 
miſrepreſontaiien. and fabrication, which ap- 
peared to him original, and would, if well 
managed, produce great effects upon the 
minds of the people. Flattered by theſe 
civilities, and ſtrongly.impreſſed with a de- 
ſixe to ferve my king in whatever country 1 


might be ſituated, and willing to aban-lon a 


mode of liſe Which was attended with ſo 
much riſque, I enliſted again in the ſervice 
of my ſovereign. Five hundred guineng a 
year was to be my ſalary, and if fuccels-at> 
tended my purſuits, the ſum was to be in 
creaſed. We parted, and he told me at part- 
ing, that he would conſult ſome of his friends 
in the government, obtain their aſſiſtance, 
and in a few days I bould hear from him 
again In a 7— days. I. received a packet 
trom him hy a confidentiab{riend of his, con. 
beine materials, out of winch I formed my 
Bene to gnaw for Democrats, and bank 
notes to the amount of five hundred dollars. 
The bone to gnaw was ſoen ready for the 
preſs. It is not- r hete to teilthe 
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reader how faithfully I improved the hints 
which were given me at the interview with 
his majeſty's agent. The ſive hundred dol- 
lars ſeemed to have had an influence in 
brightening my genius, of Which 1 thought 
it unſuſceptible. Falſhood of the moſt fla- 
grant nature, aſſerted with the utmoſt con- 
fidence, and gloſſed over as ſpeciouſſy as poſ- 
ſible, conſtituted the eſſence of my firſt eſſay. 
In a few days after the publication the agent 
again called upon me, expreſſed himſelf well 
fiatisſied, and faid he would ſupply me with 
further materials- a certain Secretary 
bad promiſed him an ample ſtock. He was 
faithful to his promiſe, for in a few days I 
received a large packet, out of which I formed 
the ſecond part of tbe Bone to Gnaw, Plain 
Engliſh, New'Tear's Giſt, Profpet from the 
Congreſi Gallery, and a number of paragraphs 
for the Gazette of the United States As 1 
i mean not to implicate a brother of the type, 
I will not mention the converſation with the 
agent relative to the laſt mentioned Gazette. 
My productions began to excite attention. 
The agent paid me a third viſit, and ſuggeſted 
the propriety of coming forth from my ob- 
ſceurity- My fears were great, I trembled at 
the idea of being known, leſt the falſnoods 
and calumnies I had written ſhould exeite the 
reſentment of the populace, and 1 ſhould be- 
come a victim to their rage. He laughed at 
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my fears, told me there was no danger, that 
the people were a cowardly ſet and that 1 
ſhould be ſupported by ſome of the firſt: cha- 
racters in the government. He ſaid that he 
would advance me any ſum to procure me a 
good houſe, in a central place, that I might 
have an appearance of doing buſineſs; for, he 
remarked, if I ſhould be diſcovered in whe 
place I was, and being engaged in no oſten- 
ſible buſineſs, it might create a ſuſpicion, that 
I was a Britiſh emiſſary, and all our plans 
would be fruſtrated. He propoſed a book - 
ſtore as a proper employment, which wauldy 
afford a good cover to our objects. At his 
folicitation I conſented, took: a houſe in a2 
central part of the city at twelve hundred 
dollars a year, and opened a book ſtore. He 
advanced half a year's rent to my landlord, 
and rote to a ſtaunch friend of his in New- 
Vork to ſupply me with boaks, and that he- 
would be accountable. Ihe books were fent 
and 1 opened my eves to à fewresne. Here 
began my Political Cenſor; but as my ſtocæ 
of wit was but ſmall my works began to ſink 
in the public eſtimation, and ĩt was neceſſary 
ſome expedient ſnould be hit upon tot realize 
the proſpects before me. Having often heard, 
that perſecution: was one of the beſt means 
in the world to obtain celebrity, I fabricated 
2 letter, which I conveyed to my landlord, | 
:9-hich his houſe was threatened, and the 


ſevereſt denunciations were made againſt my. 
ſelf. My landlord ſwallowed the bait he 
brought the letter to me, and Iwrote a pam- 
phlet upon it called a Scare Crow.“ At; 
ſirſt this letter made conſiderable noiſe, and 
I had a rapid ſale for the pamphlet; but in a 
few days the people began to ſmoke me, and 
I again began to totter Some affertions- 
were made againſt me in the public prints. 
which it became neceſſary to contrad ict, and 
therefore, I reſolved to give a Hiſtory of my 
Adventures in which I blended ſome truth 
with much falſhood. A number of publica-- 
tions. iſſued from the preſs immediately after 
the hiſtory of my fe appeared, and among 
the number Bradſord did me infinite injury. 
He alone was in poſſeſſion of ſome facts much 
to my diſhonour, and he exhibited them to 
the world with alb the malice of a French 
cut- throat. So much did I ſmart under the 
facks which appeared againſt me that I began 
to deſpair. My friend the agent, however, 
encouraged me by telling me of the number 
of friends I had, and by making me liberal 
allowances. He told me that the moment 
was critical, that the adminiſtration was a- 
larmed, that the friends to Great Britain were 
in conſternation, and that we muſt perſevere. 
in our efforts againſt France aud againſt re- 
publicaniſm or e ſhould be undone. That 
the Britiſh treaty had been carried to be ſure, 


e 
but that the majority was ſo ſmall as to e. 
cite conſiderable apprehenfions: in the admi- 
niſtration. That there way great reafon to 
fear that France would manifeſt ill temper at 
our connection with Great Britain and the 
diſſolution of our ties with her, and that the 
plans. muſt be laid to ſecure eee trhich 
had been conquered, and to effe ꝭ a rupture 
in the end with the French Republic. He 
faid that the ge ent was ripe for the 
event; but the people had ſuch à bias in fa 
your of 'France; that the experiment would 
be too hazardous,” unleſs à greater change 
could be effected in the'publics mind. He 
ſuggeſted the propriety of commeneing à daĩ- 
ly paper, as à preferable mode to a monthly 
work, for accomplifhing the ojecti In ſup - 
port of the'eſtabliſhnient of a:daily paper he 
urged the advantages which would: arife- to 
me from ĩt; that the officets of the. govern 
ment would aid it with all their influence, 
and that he would furnith' a fund to give t a 
gratuitous circulation E promiſed to take 
the propoſal into conſideration, and requeſt- 
ed him to allow me ſome time to think of it 
The expected exploſiom from the French 
Republic at length took place thraugh her 
miniſter Ab R Y. He ſuſpended his functions 
by order of the Executive Dire Aory, and 
ſtated the grounds of reſentment to the world. 
W much alarmed at 
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this event, the Adminiſtration were undi(l 
mayed things were working according to 
_ their plans and wiſhes: + To make their pur 
poſes more! ſecure, Pixcx NH had been ſent 
ro fuperſede Momo They were well ap- 
priſed that the nee miniſter could not be re- 
ceived agreeably to national etiquette, and 

the. exiſting: ſtate of things, and the refuſal 
would prove a ſtrong argument to break en- 
tirely with the French 2 The train 
was well laid and nething was wanting but 
the match of time to give the exploſion. 
continued my Cenſor and occaſionally 
gave a political 8 — all che meeting 
= Congreſs After Congreſs were in (eſt. 
om a W was made to them on 
Frebch affairs: + A long letter mned by the 
Secretary el State, and addreſſed to the mis 
niſter Eixo ENV accompanied the commu- 
nication. This letter was ty inthe ſtile 
which myifriend the agent ſuggeſted and was 
well calculated to A the contemplated 
rupture. The adminiſtration was determin- 
ed, my friend told me (for he was in their 
confidence hat albevents fo break with France, 
andotd form an alliance with great Britain. 
Entahraged by ſuchunlattering appearances, I; 
reſolved to publiſh aaily/paps per, that might 
nyTheans:toaccompliſh the deſign, 
and 2ccordinglppobliſbed-my propoſals. My 
fabſ 'WAS! rapid res nah " Officers. 
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ey overn ment; clergymen and tories feought 
to vie with each other in my ſupport. The 
Rev. Mr. Abercruambie aſliſted me in obtain- 
ing ſubſcriptions, and was always ready with 
his aid and counſel. He profeſſed great al⸗ 
fection for me and for the cauſe 1 was em- 
bark ed ing andi feeme to reliſh the obſeeni- 
ties Ino and then indulged in, as much as 
any of myipatrons.. No one oh accuſe: him 
of being ſtarebhe d)“. 
— Maste enen cds dee the. 
temper of my paper — the libels, the falſhoods 
and the indecenciès it ebntained. At one mo- 
ment 1 libelled the Governor, at another Mr. 
Momaon, and ſo went on through the whole 
catalogue of Anierican patriots. Every falſ-. 
hood Which my inveteracy to the United. 
States for their former rebellion, to the 
French Republic; and to republicaniſm could 
ſupply, was dealt out with a laviſh hand.. 
Finding that ſome little irritation had taken 
place 1 in the public mind againſt the depreda- 
tions upon dur commerce by French eruifers, Ly 
I:determined-to-try-the temper of it; and if 
poſſuble by one bold ſtroke, give ta complete 
aſcendancy to the Britiſm intereſt. Jo effect 
11 this Lwroteaetter:containing/an account of 
an aſſociation of Democrats to join the French 
N in caſe of an attempt upon this country, and 
* to give this. letter the appearance of reality 5 
: ſigned: it Gro Wuison, - en” r. L. en 
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ter and to convey it ta my letter- box. Lei 
it might he ſuppoſed a forgery, I took care to 
have evidence at hand when I received the 
letter, to vouch for my having received it. 
The letter was publiſhed with all imaginable 
folemnity; but the effect diſappointed me. 
Inſtead of ſeeing, a violent tumult, and an 
immediate arreſtation of the leading Demo- 
erats, I was ſummoned to appear before the 

Mayor of the city to anſwerx for the publica- 
tion. My conſternation at this unexpected. 
turn was indeſcribable. My coward heart 
was ready to die within me. Heretofore 1 
never left my own houſe but under cover of 
the night or e or before I had previ- 
ouſly reconoitered the ſtreet, and ſaw that 
all was ſafe; and te be obliged now to ap- 


5 pear in propria perſonæ, and that too before 


a legal tribunal, almoſt petriſied me, I felt 
my heart in my breeches. My clerical friend 

and the agent called upon me and bade me 
be ot good cheer. hot ate of the mayor 
I was obliged to erde number of inte- 


regatories; but contrary bh ar 8 vec 
I was treated with great nal . — +: 
the perſons. preſent,, which: explained the 
words. of my friend the agent oa tu he bade 
me be of en cheer. Inſtead of the pu — 
niſhiment . ere J expected for the forgery, 
k was diſmiſſed . return 
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4 eee heart as light as 4 { feaibeß 
Finding myſelf thus ee and finding 
that the intereſt of the king my maſter was 
ſubſtantially ſupported by men in authority, 1 
determined to publiſh, another Cenſor, o 


which L annexed my laſt will and teſtament, 


or my laſt libel upon the patriotic Americans. 


Little did I then imagine that what was ſug- 


geſted by | az ſportive imagination, was a 


preſentiment of my end. This laſt effort was 


too audacious it excited general indigna- 


tion and cauſed an information to be lodged 


againſt: me of a conſpiracy againſt the gou 
vernment. I was arreſted, my papers were 


ſeized and the plan di iſcovered, to ſubjugate this 
Country to the power of Great Britain. I was 
tried 10 

ced to be hanged and my body to be deliver- 
ed to the profeſſor of anatomy for diſſection. 
Thus have J arrived at life's gole, and thus 
am I rewarded for an uninterrupted courſe 


or high treaſon, convicted and ſenten- 


of infamy and wretchedneſs. I hope my 


unhappy fate will prove a warning to others ; 


and that an ignominious end will make ſome 
atonement for the crimes of my life. My 


object was, and I now ſolemnly confefs it in 


the preſence of the offended Deity, to re- 
eſtabliſh the Britiſh dominion in this coun- 
try, and to reſtore the United States again 


to their dependance upon Great Britain, and 
to accompliſh this 1 traduced the character 
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of Franklin and of Paine, and of every patri- 


ot; who aided in the revolution, and have 

remained faithful to his firſt purpoſe. To 
effect an object ſo deſirable I ſneered at the 
late revolution and endeavoured to throw 


_difgrace.upon it and the actors in it, as my 


writings will teſtify, - The Demgcrats were 


my abhorrence for they were in the way of 


my plans. They were conſtantly on the 
watch, and often ſounding alarm. Had it 
not been for their machinations, my liſe 
would not at this moment be ſo near its cloſe, 


neither would the plans of myemployers have 


proved abortive., My laſt breath ſhall be 
ſpent in curſing. them for foiling me, in 


curſing the American and French Revolu- 
tions and every thing that looks like 5 


licaniſm, or liberty and ee. in 


May ev'ry purp ole © eir fouls be frofte! 2705 
May in famy mir ruin ofertake themm 8 


May bafe'captivity and chains overwhelm: mem! 


May ſhame ful crimſon ſrom their ſhoulders 125010 $344 
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OF, e laſt made his exit, owing to a kim 
pen neck- cloth being drawn too tightly about his 
neck, on the public ſquare near the Centre-houſe, 
ane. of” Pirr's, hirelings, known by the naue of 


PETER Poxcurint. He appeared tg have had a 


preſentiment” of his fate, whether from an accuſing 
conſcience, or from ſome intimation given him by 
Huis friend Belzebub, cannot now be known ; but ſuch 
was his impreſſion of the approaching and awful mo- 
ment, 


which he intended ſome atonemeat for his life, by 


bequeathing his body for diſſection. As the cauſes 
of diſeaſes are very. often diſcovered by diſſection, 


and remedies are found out by the aſcertainment of 
the cauſes, it ſeemed to be his opinion, that there 
either might exiſt a phyſical derangement, by which 
moral infirmity was excited, and which might be re- 
medied by a knowledge of the cauſe ; or he deemed 
a ſubmiſſion of his carciſe to the 1 as all the 
atonement he could make for the tranſgre ſſions of his 
life, and therefore doomed himſelf to the expoſure 
and fate of a felon, Ile was attended on his viſit to 
the public ſquare by a would be divine, his particu- 
lar friend and. counſellor, and who was converted 
into an apoſtolic miſhonary as ſuddenlyaſter the fal- 
lure in a caſhierſhip, as St. Paul was on his way to 
Damaſcus, though not by the ſame inviſible agent. 
This ions pic and news-boy endeavoured. to com- 


that he made his 4ſt will and teſtament, in 
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1 Fort) hin, ) talking 16 Hb of 4 paridiſe,) of which 
IM! he knew little, and about grace of which he knew 
| {| F leſs ; but Peter was like Rachel, who wept over her 
| 1 loſt children, and would not be comforted. Deſpair, 
__ the conſequence of an over-load of guilt, had ſeized 
12 ik a him, and the apparent agony of his mind excited the 
8 "8 ſympathy of an injured pecple. Like/CLiive, his 
Ky / eyes longed for mercy ; but like him, deſpair only 


was to be found. His fate was the molt eloquent 
and | patheiic lecture on morality and religion, per- 
haps, that ever was delivered. Bossuxr, in h 
famous funeral oration on Mary of Auſtria, the queen 
of France, was not fo eloquent, nor fo impreſſive.” 
Agreeably to his own will and teſtament, and in 
conformity to à certain other decree, his body was 
delivered to the: anatomical profeſſor for diſſection, 
Which exhibited the following phenomeng: :- 
| On the back was a cluſter of long ſcars ; they ap- 
| . peared like the cicatrices from deep ſcarifications: 
the ptofeſſor ſuppoſed them to have been occaſioned 
by a cat o nine tails, as he once diſcovered the ſame 
F appearance on the back of a Britiſh ſoldier, who had 
' been ſeverely whipped ſome time before his death. 
On opening the'thorax a feztor iſſued ſo offenſive as 
to be nearly intolferable, It reſembled the finell ſrom 
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| dog in a ſtate of putrefaction. On removing the 
1  Rernum the thoracic viſcera exhibited a moſt extra- 
= ordinary and unnatural appearance. The lungs were 
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of a' crimſon colour, compoſed” of three lobes, the 
third lobe occupving the place of the medraftinum. 
They were of enormous fize. On making an inci- 
ion ipto them à vapour aroſe which benumbed-the 
faculties of the bye-ſtanders. © On applying a candle 
near the orifice, it "was extinguiſned. A mouſe was 
held over the lungs and he inſtanily expired. Theſe 
| pheriome na- led to an opinion, that the air, which 
had been Eontathed® in the lungs, was of the ſame 
Kind with that in the grotto del cant near Naples, 
rendered famous by the deſtruction of dogs, called 
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name of the aerial or cretaceous acid. A ſtrong ſul- 
phureous 


formerly K  flveftre; but known at preſent by the 


ench aroſe from the lungs; they were 


{oon removed with a pair of tongs, and thrown into 
the vault, The thorax ſeemed to be excluſively 


allotted to the lungs, for no other viſeus was to be 


found, Nothing remarkable appeared about the- 
| | |; FO len 


pleura. 


On opening the abdomen the firſt thing which-Aiſ- 
covered itſelf was the ſpleen, of an enotmous ſize; 


it ſupplicd the place of the ftomach, extended itſelf 
acroſs the abdomen, and occupied a conſiderable por- 
tion of the hypogaſtric region. It adhered to the 


diaphragm. On making an inciſion into it, a yellow 
miſt aroſe, which tinged and diſtorted every object; 


the effluvia had a remarkable effect on the bye- ſtanda 


ers; they no longer ſaw in each other the fame pers. 
ſons; they became fretful and peeviſh, and would 


ave quarrelled with each other, had not: the profeſ. 


ior interpoſed, and by. ordering the windows and 


doors to be thrown open, diſſipated the miſt and re- 
:lored the perſons to their original appearance. The 
oefophagus entered at the left orifice, which in the 


itomach is known by the name of cardia, and the 


rectum began at the right orifice known by the name 


of Zylorus, There was but one inteſtine, which might. 
be called the refum, as it formed the anus, It was 


a Mraight gut, and had no valves, by which it ap- 


peared that its contents could be diſcharged either 


upwards or downwards. 


The liver was of unuſual ſi ze, and of a ſooty colour. 
On its concave fide, beginning at its upper part and 


extending itſelf as low down as the fiſfure, was the 
gall bladder, of the dimenſions of an ordinary urinary 


ladder. It was in a ſtate of extteme diſtenſion. 
On making an inciſion into it, a mud coloured fluid 
iſſued from it extremely fetid, Two ducts commu- 
uicated with the gal! * 3 one from che oeſophas - 


- "<0 
gus, and the other from the refum, On. opening 
the convex ſurface of the liver, a large fac. diſcovered. 
itſelf, in Which was contained a number of ſmall liv-. 

ing animals reſembling toads. There was a commu-; 

nication between this fac and the gall bladder, by. 
means of a duct. On being expoſed to the light, 
theſe toad - like animals expired, apparently in con- 

vulſtve agonies. : . 

Between the Hadder and the anus, a ſmall black 
ſubſtance aitracted attention, which was. ſomewhat, 
larger than. a, grape-ſhot, On examination, it was 
found to be a heart, enveloped in a pericardium, 

which at firſt reſiſted the Knife. After ſome diffi 

culty che pericardium, was removed, and a fluid re- 

ſembling coffes grounds was diſcharged, which on 

examination appeared to be a ſubſtance ſimilar to the, 
© excretnentitious matter from a kog. The heart, which 

wWoaas little larger than that of a, chicken, had a livid 
appearance, and in many places gangrenous ſpots. 
Both auricles and ventricles, as well as the pulmonary 
artery, the aorta, and the venæ cavæ, were charged 
with a dark coloured fluid reſembling; putrid bile, 
From the ſituation of the heart it might be ſaid lite; 
rally to have been in is breech es. 1 

I he pancreas, or ſweet. bread, appeared either not 
to have exiſted or to have been totally obliterated, 

Ik The cranium, or ſcull, almaſt baffled the efforts of 
the ſurgeons, it was. of ſuch immenſe N and 
ſolidity. Several Jaws were ruined by it. On re- 
moving it, the dura and pia mater made equal reſiſt, 
ance to the. ſcalpel; they ſeemed to be formed of 
corneous matter. The brain was about the ſize of a 

gooſe's egg. There was no cerebellum ; the little 
* which appeared was cerebrum only. On cutting into 

1 the cerebrum it was hollow, and in the cavity were 

mp riads of ſmall animals, which on examination with 

= 2 glaſs reſembled tad-poles. + The fluid which che- 

1 5 . rihed them was of a mud colour... ; 
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165 8 The tongue was bifurcated and arti, At 


ed, the root of it were two ſmall bags, the one contain- 
v-. WM ing a fluid like that in the gall bladder; the other 
Us; like that contained in the fpleen... Each of theſe 
by. bags. had a EAT entered them pom the oeſo- 
ht, Phaghs Tees 
n-. WM The ears had no lobe they ce to have been. '; 
| pared.away: by a. ſharp inftrument.. | 
ck MF The foregoing is a ſhort but accurate account of 
dat. the diſſection of PzTex Porxcurineg, and-the phe- 
7A$ nomena which his carcaſe diſcovered. To the in- 
m, genious and the learned will be left the un of. 
th. the extraordinary, appearances. 
re- 1 1 
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' Thorax, the breaſt, 
Sternum, the breaſt-bone., 
Thoracic: viſcera, the contents of the keenly, 
Me lungs are, compoſed of two lobes in natural 
3 7 ; but in the preſent caſe there was one lobe 
extraordinary, which occupied the place of. the medi- 
aſtinum the mediaſtinum is a membrane which forms 
a partition in the breaſt, and divides it into two parts. 
Gas ſfelveſtre, aerial or cretaceous acid, are ſynoni- 
mous terms for fixed air. 
Pleura, a membrane which um the . of the | 
breaſt, | % 
Abdomen, lower belly. 
Hypogaſtric region; that part of the bedy TORY the: 
navel down to the bottom of the belly and the hips 
bones. 
Diathragm, k a - fleſhy and W 
ſubſtance which forms a parujion between the a 
and. the . 7 


© Pylorus, the right orifice. 


0efophagus, gullet. 
Cardia, left orifice of the ſtomach. 8 
Rectum, one of the large guts. 
Halde — The guts have, plaits to prevent 055 cons. 
tents from paſſing upwards, which are called valves. 
Pericardium, a membrane that covers the heart ; 


8 4 


$i Contains a Mauer to lubiorate the ſur face of the 
cart. 


Aurictes and bentriclkt The heart has "Es cavities; 35 


the two upper are called auricles, and the two lower 


ventricles. ©* \; 

Pulmonary 1 one of the. great blood vellel 
ee from the heart. 

Aorta, che other * blood veſſel erde from 


Veneæ 22018 the Jar be veins which mk the blood. 
to the heart, a | 

Dura mater, a ſtrong” 8 1 7708 lines thes 
inſide of the ſkull. 

Pia mater, a kne membrane wh oh covers the bein- | 

Cerebellum, a portion of the brain which, according 


to the Shandean hypotheſis, is ſuppoſed 1 to be. the. 


reſidence of the underſtanding. 

Cerebtum, that parf of the brain which boat 
the upper part of the head. 
Tobes— The lower and loft part of . ear 18. 


tel med lobe; s. 


